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compounded by the payment of cattle.1 The an-
nals of the Jews do not carry us back to the times
when they were barbarians, yet that the practice
of compounding was once prevalent among them
is manifest from passages in the old scriptural
writings.2 Among the savages and barbarians of our
own day, the custom of individuals or families to
avenge their own wrongs and to accept compensa-
tion as the price of forbearance may be said to be
universal. Mr. Alexander Sutherland, in his interest-
ing and valuable work entitled The Origin and
Growth of the Moral Instinct, has especially pointed
out the payment of compensation for violent injuries
as being the first step from the indulgence of retalia-
tive vengeance towards a more peaceful redress.
He says: "Somewhere about the level of the higher
savages, or more generally of the lower barbarians,
the increase of settled life, and the possession of
huts and crops liable to destruction in war, produce
a greater appreciation of the advantages of peace.
Feuds are now avoided by the payment of com-
pensation. According to Morgan (League of the
Iroquois, p. 331), if an Iroquois committed a
murder, a feud was at once established between
the two families, unless, as was sometimes done,
the relatives of the murderer refused to stand by
him; or unless, as was far more often the case,
they agreed to make a payment in wampum or
other property, to the family of the murdered man.
Galton tells us that among the Damaras a murder
will commence a feud unless the family of the mur-
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